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FYI - Grants  

February 2013 
 
A key priority for Regional Development Australia Murray is to 
inform communities, businesses & industries within the Murray 
region of the latest Government, Business and Philanthropic 
programs available.    
 

1.      Local Government Energy Efficiency 

Purpose: The Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency aims to support local governing authorities to install 
energy efficient solar and heat pump hot water systems in their buildings and community facilities, particularly where 
those authorities are situated in low socio-economic or otherwise disadvantaged areas. 
 
Overview: For the purpose of the Program, local governing authorities are separated into three groups: 

• small regional and rural local governing authorities; 
• medium-sized regional local governing authorities; and 
• metropolitan and large regional local governing authorities. 

 
Funding:  

• Small regional and rural local governing authorities $10,000-$30,000 
• Medium-sized regional local governing authorities $20,000-$50,000 
• Metropolitan and large regional local governing authorities $36,500-$85,000 

 
Local governing authorities in each group will be eligible for a maximum grant amount being a percentage of total 
project costs reflecting the expected scale of projects and resources available to the different groups of local 
governing authorities. 
 
Who can apply: All local governing authorities are eligible to apply for a grant under the Program. 
 
FACILITIES ELIGIBLE UNDER THE PROGRAM 
Eligible facilities and buildings are those owned, under long-term management responsibility or subject to a long-term 
lease (five years or more remaining at the time of application) by the applying local governing authority. 
Under the Program, local governing authorities are to install solar or heat pump systems in buildings or facilities that will 
improve energy efficiency and provide the best outcome for their local communities, particularly those facilities in low 
socio-economic areas. Local governing authorities are to assess and provide information on why the proposed facility 
provides the best outcome for their local community. 

 
For further information go to www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/lgeep.aspx 
To apply Email: dcceegrants@climatechange.gov.au / lgeep@climatechange.gov.au 
Phone: 1800 463 008 
 
Applications Close: 29 April 2013 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/lgeep.aspx
mailto:dcceegrants@climatechange.gov.au
mailto:lgeep@climatechange.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/rdamurray
https://twitter.com/RDA_Murray
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2. Biodiversity Fund  
 
Purpose: The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities aims to support projects that reduce 
Australia's carbon pollution and improve the resilience of our ecosystems to the impacts of climate change. 

 
Overview: The Biodiversity Fund is an ongoing program under the Australian Government's Land Sector Package of the Clean Energy 
Future plan (see Part 10 of these Guidelines for a link to further information on the Clean Energy Future plan). The overall objectives 
of the Biodiversity Fund are to help land managers establish, manage and enhance native vegetation on their land, increase our stores 
of carbon in the landscape and, in so doing, maintain ecosystem functions and improves the resilience of our ecosystems to the 
impacts of climate change. 
The first investment round of the Biodiversity Fund was deliberately broad in its reach. A targeted investment 
approach is underway in Northern Australia and Round Two will extend this targeted approach to a number of priority areas across 
the country. 
 
The Biodiversity Fund's targeted investment approach provides an opportunity to focus on environments that are rich in biodiversity 
but facing increasing pressures. Such pressures include loss of habitat connectivity through land use change and declining ecosystem 
function due to fragmentation and proliferation of invasive species. 

The Biodiversity Fund will continue to invest in projects from applicants proposing to enhance the biodiversity outcomes of their 
Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) projects, beyond those achieved by undertaking a project as defined by a CFI methodology, or support 
projects seeking to access CFI funding in the future. These proposals may be located in any part of Australia. 

 
Priorities: Round Two of the Biodiversity Fund is seeking applications for projects to improve the condition, extent 
and connectivity of native vegetation 
 
Who can apply: Biodiversity Fund grants are targeted towards individual land managers, groups of land managers 
working in partnership or organisations working on behalf of multiple land managers. 

 
Applications close 12 March 2013 for proposals seeking $2million or more 
 
Applications close 10 April 2013 for proposals seeking less than $2million 
 
For more information go to www.environment.gov.au/cleanenergyfuture/biodiversity-fund/index.html  
Ph: 1800 008 678 
Email: biodiversityfund@environment.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
3.     Community Landcare Grant 
 
The Community Landcare Grants aim to help build a skilled and capable Landcare community; encourage community 
participation and engagement in Landcare; share information and learning in sustainable agricultural techniques; 
reduce the spread of pest species; and adopt improved sustainable land management practices. 
Proposals may focus on on-ground activities and/or capacity building in the natural resource management 
community 
 
 
Grants of $5000 to $50 000 (GST exclusive) are available to help local community-based organisations and groups take on-ground 
action as well as build their capacity and skills to manage their natural environment and productive lands, while contributing towards 
program outcomes to: 
 

http://www.environment.gov.au/cleanenergyfuture/biodiversity-fund/index.html
mailto:biodiversityfund@environment.gov.au
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• increase the percentage and area of farming entities that have adopted sustainable land management 
practices to increase productivity and improve the quality of ecosystem services delivered to the broader 
community from their land, whilst building their resilience to climate change 

• increase the percentage of fishing and aquaculture entities that have adopted sustainable and low 
environmental impact management practices to increase productivity 

• increase the number and area of farming and fishing entities that have trialled innovative practices for 
improved natural resources management 

• increase the percentage of farming and fishing entities and land managers improving their knowledge and 
skills in managing our natural resources to deliver ecosystem services. 

• increase the capacity and confidence of regional community leaders, including women, young people, 
Indigenous Australians and culturally diverse communities involved in agriculture or fisheries production and 
the protection of natural resources, and 

• increase engagement and participation by regional communities, including Landcare, professional farming, 
industry and other community groups or individuals, in activities to manage natural resources. 

 
 Successful projects will likely receive initial funding in August 2013 and projects should be completed within 18 months of funding 
deed execution. 
 
For further information go to www.nrm.gov.au/funding/agriculture/clg/pubs/2013-14-clg-guidelines.pdf    
 
Applications Closes: 20 March 2013 

 
 
 
 
4. Regional Industries Investment Fund (NSW only) 

 
This program is Ongoing 
 
Purpose: The Regional Industries Investment Fund (RIIF) is a key element of the NSW Government's commitment to driving economic 
growth in regional New South Wales and enhancing the attractiveness of regional areas. The RIIF is administered by NSW Trade & 
Investment providing financial support for business investment, local infrastructure and economic development projects that result in 
or promote economic outcomes for the State. 
 
Overview: Application Procedure 
Prospective applicants should discuss their proposed project directly with their local NSW Trade & Investment office in the first 
instance. Application forms for assistance will only be issued following discussion of the proposed project. 
 
Applications should be lodged at the local office. 
 
Support is available for business investment projects that contribute to regional population growth through the creation of new jobs 
or, in special circumstances, the retention of existing jobs in a regional location. The RIIF encourages business growth by helping 
businesses overcome impediments to investment projects that will lead to the creation of new jobs in regional NSW. 
 
Support is available for implementing economic development projects that build capacity in regional industries and/or have the 
potential to generate economic benefits such as employment, business or industry development/growth. Support is designed to "kick-
start" local/regional projects. Funding is not available for recurrent projects. 
 
Support is available for local infrastructure projects where infrastructure requirements are preventing a specific business investment 
decision occurring. The RIIF helps offset the costs of specific critical infrastructure required for businesses to establish expand or 
relocate in regional NSW with the potential to benefit more than one firm. 
 
Eligible applicants include: 

http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/agriculture/clg/pubs/2013-14-clg-guidelines.pdf
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• metropolitan, interstate and overseas firms establishing in or relocating to regional NSW 
• firms in regional NSW expanding existing operations or establishing new operations 
• local councils 
• infrastructure providers 
• private sector firms 
• incorporated associations including business, industry and community organisations 
• regional development organisations including Regional Development Australia (RDA) committees 

 
 
For further information please go to www.business.nsw.gov.au/invest-in-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-nsw-
assistanceprograms/regional-industries-investment-fund 
Email: business@business.nsw.gov.au 
NSW Trade & Investment regional office: Albury  +61 2 6051 7722 
 
Applications are ongoing 
 
 
 

5.     Small Grants for Small Communities 

The Small Grants for Small Rural Communities is a collaborative program supported by various partners. It is the longest running and 
broadest program offered by the Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal 

The program is open twice a year, and closes at the end of March and September.  

The program will offer up to $400,000 per round  in grants up to $5,000 for projects and activities that offer clear public benefit for 
communities, with populations of 10,000 or less,  living in small rural and remote locations in Australia, contributing to their 
development in social and community welfare, economic, environmental, health, education or cultural areas. 

Applications are invited from not-for-profit, incorporated community organisations. Organisations should have an ABN or 
Incorporation Certificate and projects must be for a charitable purpose (benefit the whole community).  Deductable Gift Recipient 
status (DGR) is not required for this grant program. 

While the criteria for this program is broad, we cannot fund operational and administration costs, travel or accommodation. Please 
note also, that the encouragement or advancement of sport, recreation and social activities is not considered a charitable activity by 
the Australian Taxation Office. Applications from sporting organisations need to clearly demonstrate a benefit to the wider 
community. 

Applications close 5pm 2 April 2013  

Please make sure you read the guidelines below before starting your application.  

For further information go to http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/small_grants_for_small_communities.php  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.business.nsw.gov.au/invest-in-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-nsw-assistanceprograms/regional-industries-investment-fund
http://www.business.nsw.gov.au/invest-in-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-nsw-assistanceprograms/regional-industries-investment-fund
mailto:business@business.nsw.gov.au
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=frrr&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CDAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.frrr.org.au%2F&ei=20scUfqnNImPmQX73IC4CA&usg=AFQjCNG2MIudZdBhXx_nL92v0P_YtyAJ_Q&bvm=bv.42452523,d.dGY
http://www.frrr.org.au/cb_pages/small_grants_for_small_communities.php
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6. Thermoskin Community Sports Fund 
 
Purpose: To reach Australia's diverse range of sporting organisations, of all ages, that are passionate about providing opportunities for 
locals to enjoy physical activity. 

 
Overview: Thermoskin, a leading provider of arthritis, repetitive-strain and sports injury support products, has 
launched a Community Sports Fund to support grass-roots Australian sporting teams. 
From 4 February to 29 March sporting teams around the country can apply for up to $1,500 in funding. 
The fund is designed to reach Australia's diverse range of sporting organisations, of all ages, that are passionate 
about providing opportunities for locals to enjoy physical activity. 
 
These funds will enable sporting clubs to upgrade their equipment or better their training facilities which in turn help Australians 
participate in much-needed exercise. The funding is paramount to grass-roots sporting teams' ability to provide facilities to 
participants week-in week-out. 

 
For further information go to www.thermoskin.com/thermoskinCommunity.html 
Email: enquiries@unitedpac.com.au  
Telephone: (03) 9761 7533 
 
Applications close 29 March 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For assistance in locating grants contact 
 
Email: executive@rdamurray.org.au 
 
RDA Murray also adds grants and other programs via social media  
 
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter to get the latest information 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/rdamurray 
Twitter:  @RDA_Murray 
 

http://www.thermoskin.com/thermoskinCommunity.html
mailto:enquiries@unitedpac.com.au
mailto:executive@rdamurray.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/rdamurray

